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LOCKING SHIPPING WEDGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/532,955, filed Jun. 26, 2012, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,418,906, which is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/609,655, filed Oct. 30, 2009, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,225,979, and the disclosures of each of the
above-identified applications are hereby incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a locking shipping wedge
for use with a single use loading unit (“SULU”) of a surgical
instrument. More particularly, the present disclosure relates
to a locking shipping wedge that immobilizes a drive
assembly of a surgical instrument and a locking mechanism
to prevent removal of the locking shipping wedge.

2. Background of Related Art

Various surgical procedures are performed with surgical
instruments having disposable or replaceable loading units,
e.g., SULU’s. These loading units generally include a mov-
able part or parts positioned to engage a drive member of a
surgical instrument. If the moving part is not properly
retained in position prior to and during attachment of the
loading unit to a surgical instrument, the loading unit may
not properly engage the surgical instrument and, thus, may
not function properly. Some surgical instruments are pro-
vided with automatic locking systems which block move-
ment of the components of the tool assembly prior to
attachment to a surgical instrument and allow for free
movement of the movable parts of the tool assembly once
the loading unit has been properly positioned on the surgical
instrument.

It would be desirable to provide a locking shipping device
for a loading unit which prevents movement of the internal
parts of the loading unit prior to attachment of the loading
unit to a surgical instrument. It would also be desirable to
provide a mechanism to prevent manual removal of the
locking shipping device from the loading unit until the
loading unit has been attached to the surgical instrument to
prevent misalignment of the components of the loading unit
with the surgical instrument.

SUMMARY

A loading unit and shipping wedge assembly is disclosed
which includes a loading unit adapted to releasably engage
a surgical instrument and a shipping wedge. The loading unit
includes a tool assembly and a drive assembly which is
movable from a retracted position to an advanced position to
actuate the tool assembly. The shipping wedge is configured
to releasably engage the loading unit and includes a trans-
verse member positioned to extend into the loading unit and
engage the drive member to retain the drive member of the
loading unit in the retracted position. In one embodiment,
the transverse member includes a pin and the drive assembly
includes a hole dimensioned to receive the pin.

In one embodiment, the transverse member includes a
flange and a lock plate is slidably supported within the
loading unit. The lock plate defines a keyhole including a
locking portion and a release portion. The keyhole is dimen-
sioned to receive the transverse member. The flange portion
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2

is dimensioned to restrict passage of the transverse member
through the locking portion of the keyhole but to permit
passage of the transverse member through the release por-
tion of the keyhole. The lock plate is movable from a first
position in which the locking portion of the keyhole is
aligned with the transverse member to prevent separation of
the shipping wedge from the loading unit to a second
position in which the release portion of the keyhole is
aligned with the transverse member to permit separation of
the shipping wedge from the loading unit. In one embodi-
ment, the lock plate is adapted to be moved from the first
position to the second position in response to engagement of
the loading unit with a surgical instrument.

The shipping wedge may include at least one pair of
flexible clips configured to be releasably positioned about
the loading unit. The shipping wedge may also include a
body defining at least one dish portion to facilitate grasping
of the shipping wedge.

In one embodiment, the loading unit includes a tab which
is movable from a first position to a second position and the
shipping wedge includes a locking lip which is aligned with
the tab when the tab is in its first position to prevent
separation of the shipping wedge from the loading unit and
is misaligned with the tab when the tab is moved to the
second position to permit separation of the shipping wedge
from the loading unit. The tab can be adapted to be moved
from the first position to the second position in response to
attachment of the loading unit to a surgical instrument.

A shipping wedge for use with a loading unit of a surgical
instrument is disclosed which includes a body portion and an
elongate transverse member extending from the body por-
tion. The elongate transverse member is configured and
dimensioned to be engageable with a drive assembly of a
loading unit to prevent linear movement of the drive assem-
bly. A locking member is releasably engageable with the
loading unit to prevent removal of the transverse member
from the loading unit. In one embodiment, the locking
member includes a flange formed on the elongate transverse
member. Alternatively, the locking member may include a
lip projecting from the body portion. The lip can project
from a plate affixed to the body portion. The elongate
transverse member may also extend from the plate.

In one embodiment, the shipping wedge includes at least
one upper clip and one lower clip frictionally engageable
with the loading unit.

A shipping wedge for use with a loading unit of a surgical
instrument is also disclosed which includes a body portion
and an elongate transverse member extending from the body
portion. The elongate transverse member can be positioned
and configured to be engageable with a drive assembly of a
loading unit. The shipping wedge also includes a locking
mechanism for releasably retaining the elongate transverse
member within the loading unit to prevent removal of the
transverse member from the loading unit. The locking
mechanism can include a flange formed on the elongate
transverse member and a lock plate movably mounted
within the loading unit.

In one embodiment, the lock plate includes a keyhole slot
having a first portion preventing passage of the flange and a
second enlarged portion allowing passage of the flange.
Alternatively, the locking mechanism includes a lip project-
ing from the body portion which is positioned to be engage-
able with a tab movably mounted within the loading unit.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments of the presently disclosed locking
shipping wedge are disclosed herein with reference to the
drawings, wherein:
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FIG. 1 is a frontal perspective view of one embodiment of
a locking shipping wedge for use with a single use loading
unit of a surgical stapling instrument;

FIG. 2 is rearward perspective view of the locking ship-
ping wedge of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2A is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge of FIG. 1 with parts separated;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a single use loading unit
for use with a surgical stapling instrument and incorporating
the locking shipping wedge of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, with parts separated, of a
proximal body portion of the single use loading unit of FIG.
3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a proximal end of the
proximal body portion illustrating a locking mechanism in a
locked position with a portion of the locking shipping wedge
shown in phantom and an outer sleeve removed;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 6-6 of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 7-7 of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge incorporating the locking mechanism and in the
locked position;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 9-9 of
FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view, similar to FIG. 5, during
insertion of the proximal body portion into a surgical sta-
pling instrument (not shown) and movement of the locking
mechanism to the unlocked position;

FIG. 11 is a side view of the proximal body portion and
locking shipping wedge, shown in section, in the unlocked
position;

FIG. 12 is a top view of the proximal body portion and
locking shipping wedge, shown in section, in the unlocked
position;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge incorporating the locking mechanism and in the
unlocked position;

FIG. 14 is a cross sectional view taken along line 14-14
of FIG. 13;

FIG. 15 is a cross sectional view of the locking shipping
wedge and proximal body portion illustrating removal of the
locking shipping wedge from the proximal body portion;

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the single use loading unit
and locking shipping wedge illustrating removal of the
locking shipping wedge from the single use loading unit;

FIG. 17 is a frontal perspective view of another embodi-
ment of a locking shipping wedge for use with a single use
loading unit of a surgical stapling instrument;

FIG. 18 is rearward perspective view of the locking
shipping wedge of FIG. 17;

FIG. 18A is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge of FIG. 17 with parts separated;

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a single use loading unit
for use with a surgical stapling instrument and incorporating
the locking shipping wedge of FIG. 17;

FIG. 20 is a perspective view, with parts separated, of a
proximal body portion of the single use loading unit of FIG.
19;

FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge incorporating the locking mechanism and in the
locked position;

FIG. 22 is a cross sectional view taken along line 22-22
of FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 23-23
of FIG. 19;
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FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 24-24
of FIG. 23;

FIG. 25 is a perspective view of the locking shipping
wedge and a locking member actuator of the proximal body
portion in a locked position;

FIG. 26 is a perspective view of the proximal end of the
proximal body portion prior to insertion into a surgical
stapling instrument;

FIG. 27 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 25 illustrat-
ing the locking shipping wedge and locking member actua-
tor with the locking member actuator being moved to the
unlocked position;

FIG. 28 is a perspective view of the proximal end of the
proximal body portion during movement of the locking
member actuator to the unlocked position;

FIG. 29 is a cross sectional view of the proximal body
portion and locking shipping wedge during removal of the
locking shipping wedge from the single use loading unit;
and

FIG. 30 is a perspective view illustrating removal of the
locking shipping wedge from the single use loading unit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the presently disclosed locking shipping
wedge including a locking mechanism will now be
described in detail with reference to the drawings wherein
like numerals designate identical or corresponding elements
in each of the several views. As is common in the art, the
term ‘proximal” refers to that part or component closer to the
user or operator, i.e. surgeon or physician, while the term
“distal” refers to that part or component further away from
the user.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is disclosed a locking
shipping wedge or shipping wedge 10 for use with a loading
unit of a surgical stapling instrument. Shipping wedge 10 is
provided to prevent movement of a drive assembly of a
loading unit prior to assembly of the loading unit with a
surgical stapling instrument (not shown). Shipping wedge
10 generally includes a semicircular or dish shaped body
portion 12 having a transverse pin 14 extending from body
portion 12. Transverse pin 14 may be formed from a variety
of materials such as, for example, metallic materials, poly-
meric materials, etc.

Transverse pin 14 includes an inner pin portion 16 which
is provided to engage the drive assembly of a loading unit.
A locking flange 18 is provided on transverse pin 14 and
forms part of a locking mechanism, described in detail
hereinbelow, to prevent removal of shipping wedge 10 from
the loading unit until after the loading unit has been fixedly
attached to a surgical stapling instrument. It should be noted
that while locking flange 18 is disclosed as being circular,
locking flange 18 may assume other configurations, such as
rectangular or, triangular, etc. which conform with corre-
sponding locking structure of a locking mechanism which is
described in detail below.

A pair of flexible upper clips 20 and 22 and a pair of
longitudinally offset, flexible lower clips 24 and 26 extend
from body portion 12 and are configured to releasably
engage the loading unit to support and stabilize shipping
wedge 10 on the loading unit. As shown, body portion 12
includes an upper dish portion 28, a central tube 30 and an
upper peripheral lip 32 surrounding upper dish portion 28.
Central tube 30 is provided to receive and retain transverse
pin 14 while upper peripheral lip 32 and upper dish portion
28 provide an ergonomic means of grasping shipping wedge
10. Alternatively, other ergonomic configurations are envi-
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sioned. Flexible upper clips 20 and 22 and flexible lower
clips 24 and 26 are formed integrally with body portion 12.
Upper and lower clips 20, 22 and 24, 26, respectively, along
with body portion 12, may be formed from a variety
materials such as, for example, metallic materials, polymeric
materials, etc.

Referring to FIG. 2A, shipping wedge 10 includes a bore
34 formed through central tube 30 dimensioned to receive
transverse pin 14. Specifically, transverse pin 14 includes an
outer pin portion 36 which is fixedly secured within bore 34
in central tube 30. Outer pin portion 36 may be secured
within bore 34 in any known manners such as, for example,
welding, gluing, pinning etc. Alternatively, transverse pin 14
may be formed integrally with body portion 12 of shipping
wedge 10. An intermediate portion 38 of pin 14 extends
between locking flange 18 and outer portion 36 and is
configured to move within a second component of the
locking mechanism as described in more detail herein below.

Referring now to FIG. 3, loading unit 40 includes a
proximal body portion 42 and a tool assembly 44. Proximal
body portion 42 is releasably attachable to a distal end of an
elongate body portion of a surgical stapling instrument (not
shown) by means of an insertion tip 46 located at a proximal
end 48 of proximal body portion 42. Tool assembly 44
includes an anvil assembly 50 and a cartridge assembly 52.
Cartridge assembly 52 is pivotal in relation to anvil assem-
bly 50 and is movable between an open or unclamped
position and a closed or approximated position. In the
embodiment shown, tool assembly 44 including anvil
assembly 50 and cartridge assembly 52 is curved with
respect to a longitudinal axis “A-A” of proximal body
portion 42. Alternatively, tool assembly 44 may include a
pair of linear jaws.

With reference now to FIG. 4, proximal body portion 42
includes an inner body 54 formed from molded half sections
54a and 54b, a drive assembly 56 and a drive locking
assembly 58. Proximal body portion 42 is coupled to tool
assembly 44 by a mounting assembly 60 which is fixedly
secured to inner body half section 54a.

Drive assembly 56 includes a flexible drive beam 62
which is sufficiently flexible to be advanced through the
curvature of tool assembly 44. Alternatively, if the loading
unit is of linear construction and includes an articulatable
tool assembly, flexible drive beam 62 is sufficiently flexible
to bend around the axis of articulation. Drive beam 62 has
a distal end 64 which is secured to a dynamic clamping
member 66, and a proximal engagement section 68. A
proximal end 70 of engagement section 68 includes dia-
metrically opposed inwardly extending fingers 72 and 74
which engage a hollow drive member 76 to fixedly secure
drive member 76 to flexible drive beam 62. Drive member
76 defines a proximal porthole 80 which receives a distal end
of a control rod (not shown) of a surgical instrument when
loading unit 40 is attached to the surgical instrument.

Dynamic clamping member 66 includes a vertical strut
82, an upper beam 84 and a lower beam 86. A kaife or
cutting edge 88 is formed on vertical strut 82. When drive
assembly 56 is advanced distally within tool assembly 44,
upper beam 84 moves within anvil assembly 50 and lower
beam 86 moves within cartridge assembly 52 to pivot
cartridge assembly 52 from an open position to a closed
position.

Loading unit 40 includes a locking mechanism 90 includ-
ing a locking member 92 and a locking member actuator 94.
Locking member 92 is movable from a first position, in
which locking member 92 maintains drive assembly 56 in a
prefired position, to a second position in which drive assem-
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bly 56 is free to move axially. Locking member 92 includes
a semicylindrical body 96 which is slidably positioned in
inner body half 54a of proximal body portion 42 of loading
unit 40. Body 96 includes a radially inwardly extending
finger 98 which is dimensioned to be received within a notch
100 formed in drive assembly 56. Engagement of finger 98
in notch 100 of drive assembly 56 prevents drive assembly
56 from moving linearly within proximal body portion 42 of
loading unit 40 prior to attachment of loading unit 40 to a
surgical instrument.

In use, prior to attachment of loading unit 40 onto a
surgical stapling instrument, a spring 102 urges locking
member actuator 94 proximally to a first position to maintain
the lock member 92 in its first position wherein finger 98 of
lock member 92 is received in notch 100 of drive assembly
56. When insertion tip 46 of loading unit 40 is linearly
inserted into an open end of a body portion of a surgical
stapling instrument (not shown), nubs 104 and 106 of
insertion tip 46 move linearly through slots (not shown)
formed in an open end of the body portion of the surgical
stapling instrument. As loading unit 40 is moved further into
the body portion, locking member actuator 94 is moved from
its first position to its second position. As locking member
actuator 94 engages the body portion of the surgical instru-
ment and is moved against the bias of spring 102 to its
second position, lock member 92 is cammed from its first
position engaged with notch 100 of drive assembly 56 to its
second position to move finger 98 from notch 100. This
locking mechanism, including locking member 92 and a
locking member actuator 94 prevents advancement of drive
assembly 56 of loading unit 40 prior to engagement of
loading unit 40 with a surgical stapling instrument.

Inner body half section 54a of proximal body portion 42
of loading unit 40 defines a longitudinal slot 108 which
receives a leaf spring 110. Leaf spring 110 is confined within
slot 108 by an outer sleeve 112 which is positioned about
and receives half-sections 54a and 545 of inner body 54.
Leaf spring 110 is received in a stepped portion 110a of
drive assembly 56 to assist in retaining drive assembly 56 in
its retracted position until loading unit 40 has been attached
to a surgical instrument and the surgical instrument has been
actuated. It should be noted that outer sleeve 112 is provided
with a hole 112a for passage of transverse pin 14 of shipping
wedge 10. When drive beam 62 is advanced distally, leaf
spring 110 is flexed upwardly to permit distal movement of
drive beam 62 of drive assembly 56.

An exemplary example of the loading unit is disclosed in
U.S. patent/patent application Ser. No. 12/553,174, filed on
Sep. 3, 2009 and entitled LOWER ANTERIOR RESEC-
TION DEVICE, the entire contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A and 4, as noted hereinabove,
flexible upper clips 20 and 22 and flexible lower clips 24 and
26 are provided to retain shipping wedge 10 on a loading
unit 40 (FIG. 3). Specifically, flexible upper clips 20 and 22
and flexible lower clips 24 and 26 frictionally engage outer
sleeve 112 of proximal body portion 42.

Shipping wedge 10 is provided to maintain drive assem-
bly 56 in a retracted position to facilitate attachment of drive
member 76 (FIG. 4) of loading unit 40 to a control rod of a
surgical instrument. Specifically, inner pin portion 16 of
shipping wedge 10 is configured to be received in a hole 114
(FIG. 4) formed in engagement section 68 of drive assembly
56 to prevent movement of drive assembly 56 until loading
unit 40 has been attached to a surgical instrument.

As noted hereinabove, flange 18 on transverse pin 14
forms part of a locking mechanism which prevents removal
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of shipping wedge 10 from loading unit 40 until loading unit
40 has been properly engaged with a surgical stapling
instrument.

As best shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the disclosed locking
mechanism includes a lock plate 116 which is movably
supported within a tray 118 (FIG. 5) formed in inner body
halves 54a and 54b. Lock plate 116 is free to slide longi-
tudinally within tray 118 and is held in place by outer sleeve
112 of proximal body portion 42. In order to move lock plate
116 within tray 118, lock plate 116 includes a proximal
finger 120 which is engageable with a notch 122 formed in
locking member actuator 94. Thus, as locking member
actuator 94 is moved distally during engagement of loading
unit 40 with a surgical suturing instrument, lock plate 116 is
driven distally within tray 118.

In order to prevent removal of locking shipping wedge 10
from loading unit 40, lock plate 116 includes a keyhole slot
124 having a distally extending longitudinal lock slot 126
and an enlarged proximal release opening 128. Intermediate
portion 38 of transverse pin 14 (FIG. 2A) rides within lock
slot 126. Flange 18 of transverse pin 14 is larger in diameter
than the width of lock slot 126 preventing flange 18 from
being pulled through lock slot 126. However, release open-
ing 128 of keyhole slot 124 is sufficiently large enough in
diameter to allow passage of locking flange 18 and allow
removal of locking shipping wedge 10 from loading unit 40.

Referring now to FIGS. 5-9, and initially to FIGS. 6, 7 and
9, in the initial or locked condition, inner pin portion 16 of
transverse pin 14 is positioned through hole 114 formed in
proximal engagement section 68 of drive assembly 56. This
immobilizes drive assembly 56 within proximal body por-
tion 42 of loading unit 40 (FIGS. 6 and 7). Locking member
actuator 94 is in a proximal position due to the bias of spring
102 (FIG. 5).

With reference to FIGS. 5, 7, 8 and 9, in the initial and
locked condition, transverse pin 14, and thus intermediate
pin portion 38 (FIG. 7), is located within lock slot 126 of
keyhole slot 124 in lock plate 116. Thus, locking flange 18
is captured behind lock slot 126 thereby preventing removal
of shipping wedge 10 from loading unit 40.

Referring now to FIGS. 10-16, the disengagement of the
locking mechanism and removal of shipping wedge 10 from
proximal body portion 42 will now be described. With
regard to FIGS. 10 and 12, when proximal body portion 42
is secured to the distal end of a surgical stapling instrument
(not shown) by insertion of insertion tip 46 into an elongate
tubular member of the surgical stapling instrument, the distal
end of the elongate tubular member drives locking member
actuator 94 distally against the bias of spring 102 (FIG. 10)
and through proximal body portion 42. Movement of lock-
ing member actuator 94 distally forces locking plate 116
distally within tray 118 formed in inner body 54 thereby
bringing locking flange 18 into alignment with release
opening 128 in lock plate 116 (FIGS. 13 and 14).

In this position, locking shipping wedge 10 is now in the
unlocked position and can be removed from proximal body
portion 42 to withdraw inner pin portion 16 out of hole 114
of engagement section 68 of drive assembly thereby releas-
ing drive assembly 56 for movement.

Referring specifically to FIG. 14, and as noted herein-
above, body portion 12 of locking shipping wedge 10
includes upper dish portion 28 and peripheral lip 32 to
facilitate withdrawal of shipping wedge 10 from proximal
body portion 42. To further assist removal, body portion 12
additionally includes a lower dish portion 130 surrounded by
a lower peripheral lip 132. Referring to FIGS. 15 and 16,
shipping wedge 10 is drawn sideways to disengage upper
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and lower clips 20 and 22 and 24 and 26, respectively, from
outer sleeve 112. As locking shipping wedge 10 is with-
drawn, transverse pin 14 is withdrawn through hole 1124 in
outer sleeve 112 and locking flange 18 is removed through
release opening 128 in lock plate 116 to thereby draw inner
pin portion 16 out of hole 114 in proximal engagement
section 68 of drive assembly 56. Once shipping wedge 10
has been removed from loading unit 40, a surgical stapling
instrument, connected to loading unit 40, may be actuated to
perform a stapling procedure on tissue.

FIGS. 17-18A illustrate an alternative embodiment of a
shipping wedge 150 having a body portion 152 and a
transverse member 154 extending from body portion 152.
An upwardly extending locking lip 156 is provided on body
portion 152 to engage a component on a loading unit 180
(FIG. 18A) to form a locking mechanism to prevent locking
shipping wedge 150 from being removed before the loading
unit 180 has been fully engaged with a surgical stapling
instrument. As best seen in FIGS. 18 and 18A, transverse
member 154 and locking lip 156 extend from a support plate
158 which is affixed to body portion 152 by a pair of
retention pins 160 and 162. With specific reference to FIG.
18A, pins 160 and 160 extend through holes 164 and 166 in
support plate 158 and are configured to engage holes 174
and 176 in body portion 152. Support plate 158 is retained
within a recess or tray 178 formed in a body portion 152 of
loading unit 180.

Similar to shipping wedge 10 described hereinabove,
shipping wedge 146 further includes a pair of flexible upper
clips 168 and 170 and a flexible lower clip 172 extending
from body portion 152. Flexible clips 168, 170 and 172 are
provided to support and retain locking shipping wedge 150
on a loading unit 180 in a manner similar to that described
hereinabove.

Referring now to FIG. 19, loading unit 180 is substan-
tially identical to loading unit 40 described hereinabove.
Loading unit 180 generally includes a proximal body portion
182 and a tool assembly 184. Proximal body portion 182 is
releasably attachable to a distal end of an elongated body
portion of a surgical stapling instrument (not shown) by
means of an insertion tip 186 formed at a proximal end 188
of body portion 182. Tool assembly 184 includes an anvil
assembly 190 and a cartridge assembly 192. Cartridge
assembly 192 is pivotal in relation to anvil assembly 190 and
is movable between an open or unclamped position and a
closed or approximated position. Tool assembly 184, which
includes anvil assembly 190 and cartridge assembly 192, are
curved with respect to a longitudinal axis “B-B” of proximal
body portion. As discussed above, tool assembly 184 may
also comprise linear jaws.

With reference now to FIG. 20, proximal body portion
182 includes an inner body 194 formed from molded half
sections 194a and 1945, a drive assembly 196 and a drive
locking assembly 198. Proximal body portion 182 is coupled
to tool assembly 184 by a mounting assembly 200. Mount-
ing assembly 200 is fixedly secured to inner body half 194a.

Drive assembly 196 includes a flexible drive beam 202
which is sufficiently flexible to be advanced through the
curvature of tool assembly when 184. Drive beam 202 has
a distal end 204 which is secured to a dynamic clamping
member 206, and a proximal engagement section 208. A
proximal end 210 of engagement section 208 includes
diametrically opposed inwardly extending fingers 212 and
214. Fingers 212 and 214 engage a hollow drive member
216 to fixedly secure drive member 216 to the proximal end
218 of flexible drive beam 202. Drive member 216 defines
a proximal porthole 220 which receives the distal end of a
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control rod of a surgical instrument when loading unit 180
is attached to the surgical instrument.

Dynamic clamping member 206 includes a vertical strut
224, an upper beam 226 and a lower beam 228. A knife or
cutting edge 230 is formed on vertical strut. When drive
assembly 196 is advanced distally within tool assembly 184,
upper beam 226 moves within anvil assembly 190 and lower
beam 228 moves along cartridge assembly 192 to pivot
cartridge assembly from an open position to a closed posi-
tion.

Loading unit 180 includes a locking mechanism 232
including a locking member 234 and a locking member
actuator 236. As discussed above with respect to lock
member 92 and locking member actuator 94, locking mem-
ber 236 is movable from a first position, in which locking
member 236 maintains drive assembly 196 in a prefired
position, to a second position in which drive assembly 196
is free to move axially. Locking member 234 includes a
semicylindrical body 238 which is slidably positioned in
inner body half 194a of body portion 194. Body 238
includes a radially inwardly extending finger 240 which is
dimensioned to be received within a notch 242 formed in
drive assembly 196. Engagement of finger 240 in notch 242
of drive assembly 196 prevents drive assembly 196 from
moving linearly within body portion 194 to prevent actua-
tion of loading unit 180 prior to attachment of loading unit
180 to a surgical stapling instrument.

A spring 244 is provided to urge actuator 236 to the first
position to maintain lock member 234 in the first position as
discussed above. Proximal body portion 182 functions sub-
stantially as described hereinabove with regard to loading
unit 40 such that as proximal body portion 182 is moved into
a body portion of a surgical stapling apparatus, locking
member actuator 236 is moved from its first position to its
second position.

Upper half section 194a of proximal body portion 182
defines a longitudinal slot 246 which receives a leaf spring
248. Leaf spring 248 is confined within slot 246 by an outer
sleeve 250. When drive beam 202 is advanced distally, leaf
spring 248 is flexed upwardly to permit distal movement of
drive beam 202.

As noted hereinabove, shipping wedge 150 is configured
to engage proximal body portion 182. Specifically, clips 168,
170 and 172 are configured to frictionally engage outer
sleeve 250. In order to prevent movement of drive assembly
196 proximal engagement section 208 includes a slot 252 for
receipt of transverse member 154 of shipping wedge 150.

In order to retain and release locking shipping wedge 150
from proximal body portion 182, locking member actuator
236 is provided with a downwardly projecting tab 254 which
is configured to engage upwardly projecting lip 156 on
shipping wedge 150. It should be noted that a hole 256 is
provided through outer sleeve 250 to allow for passage of
transverse member of 154 into proximal body portion 182.

Referring now to FIGS. 21, 22 and 25, in the initial
position, locking lip 156 of shipping wedge 150 is fully
engaged with tab 254 formed on locking member actuator
236 to prevent removal of locking shipping wedge 150 from
proximal body portion 182. Referring to FIG. 22, locking
shipping wedge 150 and, specifically body portion 152, may
be provided with a pair of thumb depressions 258 and 260
to facilitate grasping of locking shipping wedge 150.

As best shown in FIGS. 23 and 24, transverse member
154 of locking shipping wedge 150 is fully inserted within
slot 252 formed through proximal engagement section 208
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of drive assembly 196. This prevents any movement of drive
assembly 196 and within proximal body portion 182 of
loading unit 150 (FIG. 20).

Referring now to FIG. 26, in the initial position, locking
member actuator 236 is in a proximal most position within
proximal body portion 182 due to the bias of spring 294.
Upon assembly of loading unit 180 to a surgical stapling
instrument, insertion tip 186 is inserted into an elongate
member associated with the surgical stapling instrument to
cause locking member actuator 236 to be driven distally
against the bias of spring 294 (FIG. 28).

As best shown in FIG. 27, as locking member actuator
236 is driven distally, tab 254 is driven out of engagement
with lip 156 on locking shipping wedge 150. Thereafter,
with reference to FIG. 29, shipping wedge 150 may be
drawn away from proximal body portion 182 to withdraw
transverse member 154 out of slot 252 in proximal engage-
ment section 208 of drive assembly 196 thereby releasing
drive assembly 196 from shipping wedge 150. As shown in
FIG. 30, to disengage shipping wedge 150 from loading unit
180 transverse member 154 is withdrawn through hole 256
formed in outer sleeve 250 and clips 168, 170 and 172 are
disengaged from outer sleeve 250.

It will be understood that various modifications may be
made to the embodiments disclosed herein. For example, the
disclosed transverse members may have other configura-
tions such as, for example, rectangular, triangular, etc.
Further, as noted hereinabove, the various components of the
disclosed locking shipping wedge as may be formed inter-
league or may be formed separately and joined by known
means such as, for example, welding, gluing, etc. It is also
contemplated that the locking shipping wedge disclosed
herein can be adapted for use with other locking mecha-
nisms such as those disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,097,089,
7,143,924 and U.S. Publication No. 2005/0184123, each of
which is incorporated herein, in its entirety, by reference.
Therefore, the above description should not be construed as
limiting, but merely as exemplifications of particular
embodiments. Those skilled in the art will envision other
modifications within the scope and spirit of the claims
appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A loading unit comprising:

a body portion adapted to be releasably secured to a

surgical instrument;

a tool assembly coupled to the body portion;

a drive assembly movable from a retracted position to an
advanced position to actuate the tool assembly;

a shipping wedge removably supported on the body
portion to prevent movement of the drive assembly to
the advanced position; and

a locking assembly moveable from a first position in
engagement with the shipping wedge preventing
removal of the shipping wedge from the body portion
to a second position facilitating removal of the shipping
wedge from the body portion, wherein movement of
the locking assembly from the first position to the
second position occurs in response to securement of the
body portion to the surgical instrument.

2. The loading unit according to claim 1, wherein the
locking assembly includes a locking member and a locking
member actuator.

3. The loading unit according to claim 2, wherein the
locking member actuator includes a tab and the shipping
wedge includes a locking lip, wherein the tab is aligned with
the locking lip when the locking assembly is in the first
position to prevent removal of the shipping wedge from the
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body portion and the tab is misaligned with the locking lip
when the locking assembly is moved to the second position
to facilitate removal of the shipping wedge from the body
portion.

4. The loading unit according to claim 2, wherein the
locking mechanism includes a lock plate slidably supported
within the body portion, the lock plate defining a keyhole
including a locking portion and a release portion, wherein
the keyhole is dimensioned to receive a locking member of
the shipping wedge.

5. The loading unit according to claim 4, wherein the lock
plate is movable from a first position in which the locking
portion of the keyhole is aligned with the locking member of
the shipping wedge to prevent the removal of a shipping
wedge from the body portion to a second position in which
the release portion of the keyhole is aligned with the locking
member of the shipping wedge to facilitate removal of the
shipping wedge from the body portion in response to move-
ment of the locking assembly from the first position to the
second position.

6. The loading unit according to claim 4, wherein the lock
plate includes a finger and the locking actuator member
defines a notch for engaging the finger.

7. The loading unit according to claim 1, wherein the tool
assembly includes an anvil assembly and a cartridge assem-
bly.
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